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:: f r o m t h e D e a n 
B T h i s i n a u g u r a l i s s u e o f Health Sphere i s B o s t o u U n i v e r s i t y S c h o o l o f P u b l i c H e a l t h ' s n e w e s t v e h i c l e f o r k e e p i n g i n t o u c h w i t h m e m b e r s o f o u r c o m m u n i t y . B U S P H c o n t i n u e s t o b u i l d o n o u r s t r e n g t h s , e v e n as w e s t r i k e o u t i n n e w d i r e c t i o n s . W e w a n t t o k e e p y o u i n f o r m e d a b o u t n e w s o f f a c u l t y , a c a d e m i c p l a n s , 
a n d a c t i v i t i e s o f o u r a l u m n i a n d s t u d e n t s . 
I t i s o u r h o p e t h a t y o u w i l l r e m a i n a p a r t o f 
t h e S c h o o l ' s o n g o i n g j o u r n e y . W e a r e p r o u d o f 
t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n a n d a l l t h a t i t h a s t o o f f e r , a n d 
mmmmm^^ l o o k f o r w a r d t o s h a r i n g o u r 
PurnNlew Look W n e w s w i t h y o u . 
R o b e r t F . M e e n a n 
M . D . , M . P . H . , M . B . A . 
ed twice a year, 
includes news of interest to a lumni and friends of the 
B U S P H community. 
Health Sphere reflects a new era in development and 
a lumni relations at BUSPH, as the activities formerly under 
the capable direction of Barbara St. Onge (see page 5) have 
been assumed by the Office of Institutional Development 
and A lumni Relations staff: Elizabeth M. Ollen, director; 
Joan Troost Caldwell, assistant director; Jane Cormuss, 
development associate; Anne Lefaivre, a lumni officer; and 
Jodi Petrie, media relations manager. 
Please let us know what you think of the publica-
tion by contacting Anne Lefaivre at 617-414-1401, 
sphalum@bu.edu, or 715 Albany Street, T517 East , 
Boston, Massachusetts 02118. We look forward to 
hear ing from you! 
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New Associate Dean for Global Health Gerald Keusch 
Is a Leader in the Field 
By Taylor McNe i l 
F or Gera ld Keusch, serend ip i ty wasn' t too far beh ind i n t e n t i o n i n shap ing h is career. F resh out of H a r v a r d Medica l School i n the ear ly 1960s, more interested i n h u m a n b io logy 
t h a n a medica l pract ice, Keusch appl ied for 
several research fe l lowship pos i t ions at the 
Na t i ona l Ins t i tu t es of Hea l th . H i s f i r s t choice, 
a safe one, was to do research o n myelomas i n 
mice, t r y i n g to discover h o w i m m u n o g l o b u l i n 
recognizes ant igens . H i s second choice was 
to j o i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Research Career De-
ve lopment P r og ram , t h r o u g h w h i c h y o u n g 
researchers w o r k e d at overseas labs. He d idn ' t 
get h i s f i r s t cho ice—that pos i t i on went to a 
c lassmate—and Keusch's i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
research career was launched . 
Keusch j o ined BUSPH i n J a n u a r y as asso-
ciate dean for g lobal hea l th and professor of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l hea l th ; he is also 
assistant provost for g lobal 
hea l th at the B U Medica l Campus 
and professor of medic ine at the 
School o f Medic ine. T h r o u g h o u t h i s 
career, h i s research has focused p r i m a -
r i l y o n in fect ious diseases and n u t r i t i o n , 
areas of pa r t i cu l a r impact i n the deve loping 
w o r l d . Keusch is especiaiiy we l l k n o w n as a 
leader i n the g lobal hea l th f ie ld . He came to 
B U f r o m the Foga r t y I n t e rna t i ona l Center at 
N I H , w h i c h he directed for more t h a n f ive 
years. Wh i l e he was there, the center conduct-
ed major research on noncommunicab ie dis-
eases, HIV/AIDS and tuberculos is , and the 
impact of hea l th on economic development 
and vice versa. " J e r r y Keusch's c o m m i t m e n t 
to g lobal hea l th and h i s v i s i on of r e d u c i n g 
hea l th d ispar i t ies between r i c h and poor 
nat ions serves as a mode l to us a l i , " N I H 
Direc tor El las A. Z e rhoun i said as Keusch left 
Fogarty . "H is leadership i n g loba l hea l th has 
benefited the who le of N I H , as we l l as scientif-
ic i n s t i t u t i o n s a r o u n d the w o r l d . " 
A t BU, he's busy m a k i n g connect ions 
t h r o u g h o u t the Medica l a n d Charles River 
campuses, t y i n g together m a n y const i tuencies 
i n g lobal h ea l th s tud i e s—f rom BUSPH's 
appl ied research i n As ia and A f r i c a to the 
College of Eng ineer ing ' s w o r k i n genomics 
a n d computa t i ona l biology, f r o m economics 
p r o g r ams at the College of A r t s and Sciences 
to in te i i ec tua i p r ope r t y issues at the School 
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of Law. It 's a l l p a r t o f s u p p o r t i n g a three-
p ronged approach to g lobal hea l th , he says: 
teaching , research, and policy. 
Whi le BUSPH has l o n g been a leader i n 
pub l i c hea l th t each ing and research, in f luenc-
i n g i n t e rna t i ona l po l i cy hasn ' t been easy w i t h -
ou t the r i g h t connect ions. Keusch in tends to 
help. As Fogarty 's associate d i rec tor for in ter -
na t i ona l research, he represented N I H and the 
Depar tment of Hea l th and H u m a n Services at 
meet ings and conferences w i t h the W o r l d 
Hea l th Organ i za t i on , the Wor l d Bank , and 
Gerald Keusch is making connections throughout the 
Medical and Charles River campuses. 
other i n t e rna t i ona l and na t i ona l o rgan iza t ions 
a n d foundat ions . "There were p l en t y of people 
f r o m Ha r va rd , p l en t y of people f r o m H o p k i n s 
a n d a few other places, b u t B U d i d no t have a 
s t r o n g presence. Now I l ook a r o u n d at the 
people here and ask, w h y not? There are 
superb people here w h o have m u c h , o f ten 
un ique , experience to cont r ibute , and m a n y 
more w h o w a n t to par t i c ipa te , " Keusch says. 
"Now is the t ime to develop tha t access." 
BUSPH Dean Robert Meenan concurs . 
"Dr . Keusch's diverse experience i n research— 
f r o m the bench to the f i e l d—and i ts applica-
t i o n to c r i t i c a l g lobal hea l th issues, combined 
w i t h h is p o l i c y m a k i n g experience at the N I H 
and h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l contacts, make h i m 
u n i q u e l y qua l i f i ed to lead ou r Univers i ty -w ide 
c o m m i t m e n t to address the great inequal i t i es 
i n hea l th between r i c h and poor na t i ons , " 
he says. 
Global hea l th , Keusch notes, means more 
t h a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l hea l th . "The recent use of 
the t e r m 'g lobal hea l th ' relates to the realiza-
t i o n tha t hea l th problems abroad are more 
d i r ec t l y re lated to those we have at home, " he 
says. The m i g r a t i o n of people w i t h diseases 
and disease susceptibi l i t ies ( p r i m a r i l y f r o m 
low-income, deve loping countr ies ) is one 
example. B u t diseases i n other countr ies 
(aga in p r i m a r i l y low-income, deve loping coun-
tr ies) can cause po l i t i ca l , economic, and social 
d i s rup t i ons tha t also affect us. "Global hea l th 
shou ld be seen i n the context of g lobal i zat ion, 
as economies are l i n k e d , as people move 
across borders, and as po l i t i cs can no longer 
be iso lated," Keusch says. "As a set o f issues 
a f fec t ing a i l popula t ions , i t is essential to 
t h i n k i n t e rms of g loba l—not j u s t l o ca l— 
so lu t ions . " 
New Perspectives 
Keusch's i n t e r n a t i o n a l interests began even 
before h is ear ly w o r k w i t h the I n t e rna t i ona l 
Research Career Development P r og ram. 
"A f te r m y second year of medica l school, I 
took a year off. I went to Israe l and w o r k e d i n 
an i m m u n o l o g y laboratory , " he says. " I t was 
f u n no t be ing here; i t was f u n be ing there. I 
got a very d i f ferent perspective o n the w o r l d , 
and I decided I l i k e d to t rave l . " 
Good t h i n g , too, since h i s f i r s t pos i t i on 
w i t h the N I H p r o g r a m was at a lab i n 
B a n g k o k — w h e r e cholera was th en preva-
l e n t — w o r k i n g o n the b io logy of cholera t o x i n . 
Two years later Keusch was a research fe l low 
at Tuf ts -New E n g l a n d Medica l Center's d i v i -
s ion of in fect ious diseases, headed by Lou is 
Weinste in (MED'43, Hon. '73) , one of the 
founders of the academic d isc ip l ine of infec-
t ious diseases. " I was fascinated by Lou's m u l -
t ip le ta lents and insp i r ed by h i m to set m y 
goals h i g h , " he says. > 
Fel lows were encouraged to en ro l l as spe-
c ia l s tudents at MIT. "Everybody took the M I T 
unde rg radua t e mic rob io l ogy course t a u g h t by 
Nobel Laureate Salvador L u r i a . You had to 
m a i n t a i n a B grade to take courses as a spe-
c ia l s tudent , " he says. M a n y of Keusch's fel-
l owsh ip colleagues dropped out after the f i r s t 
semester, no t w a n t i n g to compete w i t h the 
undergraduates—"so i t left a l o t o f t u i t i o n 
suppor t for me at MIT , " Keusch l aughs . 
Ano the r nudge a l ong the p a t h t o w a r d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l w o r k was a pub l i c hea l th course 
Keusch later took w i t h Nev in Scr imshaw, 
diseases), s tay ing u n t i l he left for N I H i n 1998. 
Head ing the Foga r t y I n t e rna t i ona l Center, 
w h i c h promotes scient i f ic research and t r a i n -
i n g in t e rna t i ona l l y , c e r ta in l y b r o u g h t Keusch 
i n t o even greater contact w i t h the problems 
of deve loping countr ies . Before, he h a d been a 
scient ist interested i n deve lop ing so lut ions for 
somebody else to apply, b u t at N I H , " I began 
to t h i n k i n t e rms of pub l i c h ea l th , " he says. 
" I t r ea l l y broadened m y perspective enormous-
ly. B u t I ' m s t i l l a n absolute believer i n the 
need to use science to address pub l i c hea l th 
problems. It 's j u s t tha t we need to a l ter the 
G l o b a l h e a l t h s h o u l d b e s e e n i n t h e c o n t e x t o f g l o b a l i z a t i o n , 
a s e c o n o m i e s a r e l i n k e d , a s p e o p l e m o v e 
a c r o s s b o r d e r s . - G e r a m Keuscn 
head of the M I T depar tment of 
n u t r i t i o n . "He was a proponent 
o f the idea tha t m a l n u t r i t i o n 
affected y o u r i m m u n e system 
and made y o u more suscepti-
ble to in f ec t i on , " Keusch says. 
"He h a d spent seventeen years 
i n Guatemala as f o u n d i n g 
d i rec tor of the I n s t i t u t e of 
N u t r i t i o n , and he was g o i n g 
back to teach a course o n pub l i c 
hea l th n u t r i t i o n . " Keusch j o ined 
h i m , a n d i t was a fo rmat i ve experience. 
"1 went to Guatemala to l ea rn about 
pub l i c h ea l th n u t r i t i o n a n d n u t r i t i o n - i n f e c t i o n 
in teract ions , b u t there was a n epidemic of 
bac i l l a ry dysentery—also k n o w n as shige l -
losis^—with 15 to 20 percent m o r t a l i t y rates, " 
he says. Keusch went ou t to the f i e ld a n d saw 
cases w i t h the invest igat ive teams. "1 h a d been 
w o r k i n g o n a cholera t o x i n i n the labora tory 
[ i n Boston] , t r y i n g to f i g u r e ou t h o w i t w o r k s , 
so i t was no t rocket science to ask i f Shigella 
also made a t o x i n , " he says. I n 1969 he was 
the f i r s t to show tha t the dysentery bac i l lus 
makes a t o x i n tha t causes b o t h wa te ry d iar-
rhea and i n f l a m m a t i o n of the intes t ine , as 
does shigel losis . 
W i t h tha t experience i n Guatemala, he 
says, "1 began to t h i n k about th i s theme o f 
n u t r i t i o n a f fec t ing suscept ib i l i ty t h r o u g h i t s 
effects o n the i m m u n e system," and i t became 
one o f the s t rands o f h i s research. He re-
t u r n e d to Tufts i n 1979 as chie f o f the d i v i s i on 
of geographic medic ine (and later in fect ious 
academic p a r a d i g m f r o m 'pub l i sh or pe r i sh ' to 
' pub l i sh and app ly the knowledge or per i sh . ' 
D u r i n g m y five years at N I H , 1 was t r y i n g 
very h a r d to suppor t the t r a i n i n g of people i n 
deve loping countr ies to w o r k a l ong tha t spec-
t r u m of basic to appl ied research, to create 
col laborat ions, and to do i t i n innovat i ve ways 
tha t engage the social sciences together w i t h 
the biomedical sciences." 
Federal f u n d i n g for i n t e r n a t i o n a l hea l th 
in i t i a t i ves more t h a n doubled d u r i n g Keusch's 
t enure at Fogarty, probab ly i n no sma l l p a r t 
due to h i s ab i l i t y to sell i n t e r n a t i o n a l hea l th 
to a Congress whose f i r s t concern was, 
"What 's i n i t for us?" 
N o w t h a t he's at B U , Keusch ta lks about 
" the evo lu t ion of a n agenda." One aspect, for 
example, is t each ing more w ide l y about the 
g loba l i zat ion o f h ea l th and disease. "People 
have to be aware o f the w o r l d i n w h i c h we 
l ive. I t means y o u focus o n dispar i t ies , b u t 
y o u focus o n commonal i t i es as we l l . " For 
instance, Keusch wants BUSPH to offer an 
unde rg radua t e course f o cus ing o n in t e rna -
t i ona l pub l i c hea l th , a n d to con t r ibute to a 
publ i c hea l th j o u r n a l i s m course at the College 
of Communica t i on . 
"1 t h i n k there's a rea l need to in tegra te 
d i s c ip l ina ry t h i n k i n g , " Keusch says. "The 
f u t u r e i n b io logy a n d hea l th and science real-
l y lies w i t h l o w e r i n g some of the d i s c ip l ina ry 
boundar ies . That 's where science o u g h t to be 
go ing , in teg ra t i ve instead of reduct ion is t . 
Publ ic hea l th is a great way to lead tha t k i n d 
of a n e f for t . " 
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A Fond Farewe 
Barbara St. Onge Retires After Two Decades of Dedicated Service 
Barbara St. Onge, who recently retired, 
was dedicated to serving students. 
Af te r s e r v ing as the d i rec tor o f admissions and a l u m n i re lat ions for 
twenty- three years, Barbara St. Onge has r e t i r ed f r o m BUSPH. 
I n her d u a l roles, Barbara had d i rect and personal contact w i t h 
every s t u d e n t — f r o m the f i r s t phone ca l l o r v i s i t to the School t h r o u g h 
g r a d u a t i o n and after. She is k n o w n p a r t i c u l a r l y for the w a r m t h and 
sincere interest she showed i n each prospective s tudent , as we l l as the 
en thus iasm she demonstrated w h e n a l u m n i r e t u r n e d to v i s i t and share 
news of the i r l ives. 
Barbara made ce r ta in tha t appl icants k n e w as m u c h as possible 
about the School. She spent m a n y h o u r s a r r a n g i n g for v i s i tors to 
at tend classes, speak w i t h faculty, and become we l l acquainted w i t h 
the School's p r og rams . She also helped countless graduates f i n d jobs 
i n pub l i c hea l th over the years, the resu l t of the personal connect ions 
she h a d forged between students and a l u m n i . She k n e w m a n y students 
so we l l she cou ld recite w h a t they had studied, wha t the i r interests 
were, a n d where they were w o r k i n g at any g i ven t ime. 
I n add i t i on to her u n f l a g g i n g c ommi tmen t to students , Barbara is 
renowned for her q u i r k y w i t , her d is t inc t i ve sense o f fashion, and her 
t ireless w o r k ethic. A l l o f these qual i t ies were pra ised at a celebrat ion 
at the School last A u g u s t , w h i c h honored her service and gave s tu -
dents, faculty, staff, and a l u m n i the o p p o r t u n i t y to w i s h her the fond-
est o f farewel ls. 
fP^ake a' 
P r a c t i c e O f f i ce S e e k s He lp 
f r o m A l u m n i 
They design culturally relevant programs to address the 
health needs of refugees. They raise awareness about the 
importance of breastfeeding. They evaluate the latest 
advancements in emergency preparedness as it relates 
^ to the threat of hioterrorism. 
And they haven't even graduated. 
Today's M.P.H. students at the School of Public Health are 
required to fulfill a field practlcum In a relevant organiza-
tion or agency. Field placements allow students to apply 
classroom lessons to real-world problems—and find solu-
tions to them—while they gain practical skills and profes-
sional confidence. 
But our students need the help of alumni to succeed. We 
are always on the lookout for satisfying field placements. If 
you know of an Important project that could benefit from 
the expertise of a BUSPH student, let us know! 
Please contact Scott Harris in the Practice Office at 
scotth@hu.edu to learn more about the practlcum require 
ment and to offer suggestions for possible placements. 
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A Conversation With George Annas 
George Annas is E d w a r d R. Ut ley Professor and c h a i r m a n of the 
Depar tment of Hea l th Law, Bioethics, and H u m a n R i g h t s at BUSPH. 
He also is professor of sociomedical sciences and c o m m u n i t y medic ine 
at Boston Un i v e r s i t y School o f Medic ine and professor of l aw at BU's 
School o f Law. H i s areas of scho lar l y w o r k inc lude pat i ent r i g h t s , 
genetics, hea l th care r e gu l a t i on , h u m a n exper imenta t ion , hea l th law, 
h u m a n r i g h t s , and science and technology. He is the au tho r of The 
Rights of Patients, now i n i ts t h i r d ed i t ion , w ide l y considered to be the 
de f in i t i ve gu ide to u n d e r s t a n d i n g the legal and e th ica l issues faced by 
pat ients i n a complex and f r equent l y o v e r w h e l m i n g hea l th care sys-
tem. He spoke about c l o n i n g w i t h the Health Sphere staff. 
GL. I t seems that i n the past three years 
there have been severa l announcements 
that a human being has been cloned. Why 
i s the recent announcement that South 
Korean researchers cloned human embryos 
different? 
A. The m a i n difference is tha t the i r resul ts 
were pub l i shed i n a reputable scienti f ic j o u r -
na l . Science, and t h u s are l i k e l y to be more 
t h a n s imp l y a p u b l i c i t y s tun t . 
Q. What exactly did the South Koreans do? 
A. They succeeded i n c r ea t ing a h u m a n 
embryo the same way i n w h i c h Do l l y the 
sheep was created, i.e., by somatic cel l nuc lear 
t rans fer (SCNT). That involves p r o d u c i n g a n 
embryo by f e r t i l i z i n g a n enucleated egg (an 
egg whose nuc leus has been removed) w i t h 
a somatic cel l der ived f r o m the ma t e r i a l sur-
r o u n d i n g the egg ( cumulous cells), and grow-
i n g th i s embryo to the blastocyst stage—a 
very ear ly stage, b u t one at w h i c h stem cells 
can ac tua l l y be obtained by des t r oy ing the 
embryo. The South Ko r ean team d i d two 
t h i n g s tha t h a d no t been done before: f i r s t , 
they g r ew a h u m a n embryo created by SCNT 
to the blastocyst stage; second, they der ived 
p l u r i p o t e n t stem cells (wh i ch have the ab i l i t y 
to develop i n t o m a n y d i f ferent cel l types) 
f r o m i t . 
Q. Will th is lead to a duplicate human child? 
A. That's the quest ion—actual ly , the second 
quest ion. The f i r s t quest ion is , shou ld th i s 
type of research be done at all? Th is is one 
type of c l on ing : c r ea t ing h u m a n embryos to 
make stem cel ls—it 's been called "research 
c l o n i n g " and inaccura te ly cal led " therapeut ic 
c l o n i n g " (no therapies are available or w i l l 
be any t ime soon). The goal o f the research 
is to be able to use a n ind iv idua l ' s o w n genetic 
ma te r i a l to create embryos and g r o w stem 
cells f r o m t h e m tha t can develop i n t o whatev-
er t issue the i n d i v i d u a l needs (e.g., pancreas, 
l iver, heart , etc.). Of course, whe ther we 
w i l l ever be able to c on t r o l the development 
of the cells i n a predictable way remains to 
be demonstrated. 
Most people w h o object to p u r s u i n g th i s 
research believe tha t the h u m a n embryo has 
a h i g h m o r a l value, so h i g h tha t i t is w r o n g 
to create one j u s t to destroy i t i n research, 
even very i m p o r t a n t research. Others note 
tha t , even i f successful, c l o n i n g to produce 
stem cells for the rapy w i l l r equ i r e a t remen-
dous number of h u m a n eggs, w h i c h cannot 
be obtained w i t h o u t p u t t i n g women at r i s k . 
They w o u l d defer the research u n t i l embryon-
ic stem cells cou ld be der ived w i t h o u t the 
need for h u m a n eggs. 
Ano the r a r g u m e n t aga inst research 
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c l o n i n g is tha t i t is the f i r s t (and necessary) 
step t o w a r d reproduct ive c l on ing , and once 
y o u make h u m a n embryos th i s way, i t is 
inevi table tha t at least some of t h e m w i l l be 
imp l an t ed i n a w o m a n to a t tempt to b r i n g 
t h e m to t e rm. So, the a r g u m e n t goes, i f y o u 
rea l l y wan t to prevent reproduct ive c l on ing , 
y o u m u s t prevent research c l o n i n g as we l l . 
Clpnipg 
Q,. Do you buy the argument that to prevent 
cloning a hahy yon must outlaw resea rch 
cloning as we l l? 
A. No, we can p e r m i t c l o n i n g to make "med i -
c ine " w i t h o u t p e r m i t t i n g c l o n i n g to make 
babies. B u t th i s is no t t r i v i a l r e g u l a t i o n — i t 
w i l l be d i f f i cu l t and controvers ia l . I t w o u l d 
r equ i r e at least a new federal overs ight body 
t h a t w o u l d have the lega l a u t h o r i t y to approve 
a n d supervise any research c l o n i n g experi-
ment , separate the exper imenters f r o m any 
invo lvement w i t h a n I V F c l in i c or i n f e r t i l i t y 
specialist, p r o h i b i t the f reez ing of cloned 
embryos (so they cou ld no t be stored or t rans -
por ted b u t w o u l d have to be used immed ia te l y 
to obta in stem cells), a n d p r o h i b i t commerce 
i n embryos—and, 1 t h i n k , p r o h i b i t the p u r -
chase and sale of h u m a n eggs as we l l . Rules 
such as these, of course, w o u l d have to be i n 
place i n every c o u n t r y i n w h i c h research 
c l o n i n g was done. 
Gt. How rea l i s t i c i s t h i s ? 
A. Well , the t r u t h is t ha t i f we can't regu late 
research c l o n i n g i n the Un i t ed States, there 
is no rea l l i k e l i hood tha t reproduct ive c l o n i n g 
can be prevented. A n d so far the B u s h a d m i n -
i s t r a t i o n has t aken the pos i t i on tha t we m u s t 
ban b o t h research a n d reproduct ive c l on ing , 
or ban neither. That , o f course, is a prescr ip-
t i o n for inevitable reproduct ive c l on ing . The 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n also p u r s u e d th i s "ban-ban" 
s t ra tegy at the Un i t ed Nat ions , and effectively, 
1 believe, succeeded i n t o rpedo ing a Un i t ed 
Nat ions-sponsored i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r ea ty to ban 
reproduct ive c l on ing . That t r ea ty is now effec-
t i ve ly dead, a l t h o u g h the Un i t ed States cou ld 
s ing le-handedly resuscitate i t i f i t dropped i ts 
' ban-ban" demand and suppor ted a more rea-
sonable two-step process: b a n reproduct ive 
c l o n i n g by t r ea ty and s imu l taneous l y suppor t 
domestic l eg i s la t i on t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d to 
e i ther ban or regu la te research c l on ing . 
Q,. What do you th ink w i l l happen? 
A. A l l m a in s t r e am scient ists a n d the i r profes-
s ional organ iza t ions oppose reproduct ive 
c l o n i n g because i t is dangerous to the geneti-
ca l ly engineered c h i l d w h o cou ld resu l t a n d 
also because i t undercu ts h u m a n d i g n i t y by 
t r e a t i n g tha t c h i l d as a commodi ty , as some-
t h i n g tha t has been made to a n exact genetic 
speci f icat ion, more l i k e a pet or a f a r m an i -
ma l . O n l y a h a n d f u l o f zealots, o n w h a t can 
be k i n d l y character ized as the luna t i c f r i nge , 
t h i n k tha t h u m a n reproduct ive c l o n i n g 
shou ld even be at tempted. Nonetheless, 
unless the Un i t ed States abandons i t s extreme 
pos i t ions o n embryo research ( w h i c h is, o f 
course, d i r ec t l y re lated to the admin i s t ra t i on ' s 
extreme pos i t i on o n abort ion) , we w i l l lose 
any ab i l i t y to prov ide i n t e r n a t i o n a l leadership 
o n th i s issue, w i t h the inevi table r esu l t tha t 
dangerous and i rresponsib le at tempts to 
i m p l a n t a c loned embryo w i l l be a t t empted— 
and soon. 
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raining New Leaders 
'n Public ea in 
By C y n t h i a K. Bucc in i 
Four m o n t h s ago, Gene Declercq, assistant 
dean for doctora l educat ion, was g r a p p l i n g 
w i t h the k i n d o f p rob l em most admin i s t r a t o r s 
wou ldn ' t m i n d h a v i n g : he had twice as m a n y 
appl icants as he'd expected for the School's 
new Doctor of Publ ic Hea l th p r o g r a m , w h i c h 
w i l l b eg in i n September. Declercq, who's 
responsible for the program's development 
a n d overs ight , was p o r i n g over f i f t y applica-
t ions for about t en slots. " I t 's one o f those 
good prob lems, " he says. 
The i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y p r o g r a m w i l l pre-
pare experienced pub l i c hea l th professionals 
for leadership pos i t ions i n the i r f ie lds. Stu-
dents w i l l receive advanced t r a i n i n g to assess 
and analyze publ i c hea l th problems so they 
can develop, imp lement , and evaluate pro-
g rams and policies. "More and more people i n 
publ i c hea l th w a n t to have greater t r a i n i n g 
i n management and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and there 
aren't m a n y venues for t h a t , " says Declercq. 
The School a lready offers doctora l pro-
g rams i n epidemiology, env i r onmenta l hea l th , 
biostat ist ics, and hea l th services. Students i n 
the new Dr.P.H. p r o g r a m w i l l concentrate i n 
one of three other departments : i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
hea l th , ma t e rna l and c h i l d hea l th , or social 
and behav iora l sciences. "Th is is an ideal 
b l end , " says Declercq. " I n a l l three depart-
ments , there is a s t r o n g emphasis o n develop-
i n g pract ice and research s k i l l s . " 
Research w i l l be a substant ia l component 
of the new p r o g r a m . "That 's because a h i g h -
level manager i n pub l i c hea l th has to be able 
to read and assimi late research resul ts and 
k n o w w h e n they ' re va l i d and w h e n they ' re 
no t , " he says. " B u t w h a t they also w a n t to 
k n o w is how to raise the funds necessary to 
keep p r o g r a m s g o i n g or expand ing and h o w 
to deal w i t h po l i cymakers and the media. Th is 
p r o g r a m is a imed at h e l p i n g t h e m develop a l l 
those s k i l l s . " 
Students w i l l complete courses on social 
and c u l t u r a l factors a f fec t ing the hea l th o f 
popula t ions ; h ea l th p r o g r a m development, 
management , and f inance; p r o g r a m and po l i -
cy eva luat ion; and research methodologies for 
pub l i c hea l th , a m o n g others. They also m u s t 
complete e i ght credits of specialized courses 
i n the i r concentrat ions and w r i t e a pract ice-
based d isser tat ion. Declercq, w h o cha i rs the 
committee that 's developing the c u r r i c u l u m , 
says the w o r k has been r e w a r d i n g because 
the g r oup is c r ea t ing courses tha t w i l l best 
serve the needs o f students. "That 's a chal -
lenge," he says. " B u t i t also creates a lot 
of exci tement. " 
The students who appl ied for admiss ion 
i n the f a l l ha i l ed f r o m ten countr i es and a 
dozen states i n the U.S., and they h a d a range 
of experience. About h a l f h a d M . R H . degrees; 
others h a d master 's degrees i n social w o r k or 
hea l th a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , accord ing to Declercq, 
w h o says he was pleased w i t h the caliber o f 
the appl icants . "They 're l a r ge l y mot iva ted by 
a desire most pub l i c hea l th fo lks have," he 
says. "They w a n t to enhance the i r sk i l l s i n 
order to b r i n g services to a l a rge r number of 
people more effectively.... These appl icants are 
w o n d e r f u l to t a l k to. It 's r e f r e sh ing to f i n d 
Gene Declercq, assistant dean 
for doctoral education, is 
responsible for developing 
and overseeing the new Doctor 
of Public Health program. 
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EACHING, ITS TERRORS AND REWARDS 
people who are so commi t t ed to i m p r o v i n g the 
hea l th of popu la t i ons . " 
Students e n t e r i n g th i s p r o g r a m are m i d -
level professionals, Declercq says. "They've 
been m a n a g i n g c o m m u n i t y pub l i c hea l th 
p rog rams or deve loping or c oo r d i na t i n g 
p rog rams for NGOs i n deve loping countr ies , 
and they w a n t to advance to leadership 
posit ions i n state, na t i ona l , or i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
organizat ions . " 
S ign i f i cant pub l i c hea l th experience is 
r equ i red for good reason, he says. "Th is is 
These appl icants are wonder fu l to 
t a l k " - ^ v - ' TF'--refresh:_ . people 
¥/lio are so ( ^ iv i i i g 
the hea l th of populat ions. 
not a degree meant for someone w h o received 
an M.P.H. at twenty- three and at twenty - f our 
wants a doctorate, because i t is i m p o r t a n t 
they b r i n g a core of pub l i c hea l th pract ice 
experience tha t they can in teg ra te w i t h the 
class mater ia l . We' l l l e a rn a great deal f r o m 
them, and they ' l l be a great resource for 
one another. " 
Dean Robert Meenan says BUSPH has 
l o n g been focused o n the M.P.H. "We wanted 
to increase ou r doctora l o f fer ings because 
d o i n g so s t reng thens the School's research 
p rog rams and raises the content level o f i t s 
master's p r o g r a m s . " A n d , he says, there is 
cont inued demand f r o m PUSPH a l u m n i for 
pract ice-or iented degrees. "We've con t inued 
to offer a f lexible educat ion so s tudents can 
get the i r degrees wh i l e they ' re w o r k i n g . " 
Meenan says he wants graduates of the 
new p r o g r a m to b r i n g "a h i g h e r level o f 
doctora l t r a i n i n g to the i r jobs. " Those jobs 
inc lude head ing c i t y and state hea l th depart-
ments or w o r k i n g for not- for -pro f i t g roups , 
nongove rnmenta l o rgan iza t ions , for -pro f i t 
hospi ta ls or insurance companies, or federal 
agencies l i k e the Centers for Disease Contro l . 
He says, " I w a n t t h e m to go where they w i l l 
make a dif ference." 
To Gene Declercq, BUSPH's assistant dean for doctoral 
education, teaching is "both terrifying and rewarding: I've 
been doing this for twenty years, and I still sweat bullets 
before I go into class." 
He combats that feeling by meticulously preparing 
for each class. "Everybody in my department knows 
that on the days I teach, I'm best left alone," says 
Declercq, a professor of maternal and child health 
and recipient of the 2003 Norman A. Scotch Award for 
Exceiience in Teaching, which was established in honor 
of BUSPH's founding dean. "I'm going over material to 
make sure I have it down so that by the time I get to 
class, i don't have to think about content as much as 
focusing on the extent to which students are engaged 
in the learning process." 
His teaching philosophy extends to hiring faculty. 
Declercq wants teachers who, at the end of the class, can 
sense whether students understood the material. "As a 
teacher, it's not just about how bright you are," he says. 
"It's about what your students learn. As long as students 
are interested in iearning—and public health students 
are—it's our responsibility to find a way to reach them." 
Declercq, who has a master's and a Ph.D. in politi-
cal science from Florida State University, has taught at 
George Washington University and Merrimack College. 
His focus turned to childbirth-reiated issues \Nhen he and 
his wife were taking Lamaze classes. "I thought it was 
the coolest teaching I'd ever seen," he says, "it's so inter-
active. People are exceptionally engaged and interested. 
You have an immediate impact on their lives, i thought 
this would be an interesting setting to teach in." Once he 
became certified as a childbirth educator, his assessment 
proved accurate. "I was right. I loved teaching those 
classes and working with those couples." 
Declercq developed an interest in maternal and 
infant health policy and began doing research on issues 
related to midwifery. That led him to BU, which launched 
its midwifery program in 1991. He began as an adjunct 
professor and became full-time in 1996—the first non-
midwife hired in the department. His research over the 
years includes comparisons of maternity care systems 
among industrialized nations and a national survey of 
childhearing experiences. He's also published several 
studies on turn-of-the-century maternity care in Massa-
chusetts. These days, in addition to his teaching respon-
sibilities, Declercq is overseeing the development of the 
School's Doctor of Public Health program (see main 
article), scheduled to begin in September. 
"I think this is the best teaching setting one can be 
in," Declercq says of BUSPH. "V\/e're working with dedi-
cated, intelligent students who want to fearn. You can 
push them very hard, but they accept it because they 
want to make other people's lives better." —CKB 
m 
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Lois Nunez and Arthur 
Culbert advise Sargent 
sophomores who are 
interested In applying to 
the Sargent College and 
BUSPH five-year joint 
degree program. 
New Programs Introduce Undergraduates to Public Health 
B y the Health Sphere Staf f 
he School o f Publ ic Hea l th was estab-
j . l i shed i n 1979 to prov ide a master's-
level educat ion to professionals i n the 
f ie ld . Over t ime, the School began 
o f f e r ing doctora l degrees as we l l and 
cont inues to broaden the scope o f i t s educa-
t i ona l , research, and service p r og rams . 
Today, inc r eas ing numbers o f u n d e r g r a d -
uates are also express ing interest i n pub l i c 
hea l th , especially as awareness about oppor-
tun i t i e s w i t h i n the hea l th professions has 
g r o w n a n d new chal lenges i n b o t h hea l th care 
and pub l i c hea l th cont inue to emerge. 
The success o f a n unde rg radua t e course. 
I n t r o d u c t i o n to Publ ic Hea l th , led by BUSPH 
Associate Dean for Admiss ions A r t h u r Culbert 
and t a u g h t by a team of SPH faculty, attests 
to underg raduates ' in terest i n pub l i c hea l th . 
E n r o l l m e n t increased dramat ica l ly , f r o m t h i r -
ty -e ight students i n i ts f i r s t year i n 2002 to 
s ix ty -e ight i n i t s second. Given the en thus i -
asm of the undergraduates , the log ica l nex t 
step has been to create a m i n o r at the under -
graduate level i n the College o f A r t s and 
Sciences. The largest unde rg radua t e college 
i n the Univers i ty , CAS has more t h a n 7,000 
fu l l - t ime students . 
L isa Su l l i van , SPH's assistant dean for 
unde rg radua t e educat ion i n pub l i c hea l th , 
is de l i ghted tha t CAS f acu l t y and students 
have enthus ias t i ca l l y embraced the op t i on o f 
a m i n o r i n pub l i c hea l th . "Publ ic hea l th is a n 
inc red ib l y v i t a l and diverse f i e ld , " she says. 
"Undergraduates w a n t to be invo lved because 
they so c lear ly w a n t to make a c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to the wel fare o f others and to the w o r l d . " 
Students i n the new underg radua te 
p r o g r a m g a i n a sense of the r i g o r s and 
rewards o f pub l i c hea l th t h r o u g h three 
r equ i r ed classes: biostat ist ics, epidemiology, 
and I n t r o d u c t i o n to Publ ic Hea l th . Electives 
offer add i t i ona l exposure to the d isc ip l ine and 
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i ts p rac t i ca l appl icat ions. Su l l i v an looks for-
w a r d to w o r k i n g f u r t h e r w i t h her CAS coun-
terpar ts . "Members of the CAS f acu l t y have 
been extremely he l p fu l i n es tab l i sh ing th i s 
m i n o r , " she says. " I t has been a great w o r k i n g 
re la t i onsh ip ; every step of the way has been a 
very posi t ive team ef for t . " I n fact, the College 
of A r t s a n d Sciences' academic po l i cy commi t -
tee and f acu l t y have voted u n a n i m o u s l y to 
approve the new minor . 
Su l l i v an has also been mee t ing w i t h can-
I didates. " I can't t e l l y o u h o w m a n y students 
f have come to m y office to discuss the pro-
g r a m , " she says. " I t h i n k tha t it 's g o i n g to 
be a very popu la r m i n o r . " 
New Partnership with Sargent 
The m i n o r i sn ' t the o n l y o p p o r t u n i t y for 
unde rg radua t e educat ion i n pub l i c hea l th at 
BU . The School o f Publ ic Hea l th and Sargent 
College of Hea l th and Rehab i l i t a t i on Sciences 
have developed a five-year B.S./M.P.H. p ro -
g r a m , i n w h i c h Sargent s tudents w i l l w o r k 
t o w a r d th e i r Master o f Publ ic Hea l th degrees 
w h i l e comp l e t ing the i r unde rg radua t e 
requ i rements . 
Students at Sargent possess a so l id 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g and i n f o r m e d apprec ia t ion 
of heal th-re lated issues f r o m the i r educat ional 
and prac t i ca l experiences at the College. I n 
add i t i on , the i r demonstrated achievements, 
i n c l u d i n g impressive board scores and consis-
t en t l y h i g h grade p o i n t averages, make 
Sargent underg raduates s t r o n g candidates 
for successful g raduate s tudy at SPH. 
u 
' Undergraduates w i l l app ly to the d u a l 
degree p r o g r a m d u r i n g the i r sophomore year. 
Once accepted, they w i l l take s ixteen credi ts 
i n core classes at the School o f Publ ic Hea l th 
d u r i n g t h e i r j u n i o r and senior years, w h i c h 
w i l l c ount for cred i t t o w a r d th e i r u n d e r g r a d u -
ate major as we l l as t o w a r d the M.P.H. 
One of the greatest benefits expected to 
emerge f r o m th i s i n i t i a t i v e is t ha t Sargent 
students w i l l g a i n a broader perspective at 
SPH, w h i c h i n t u r n w i l l e n r i c h the f i e ld of 
pub l i c hea l th itself . "Publ ic hea l th has t r a d i -
t i ona l l y a t t rac ted lawyers and phys ic ians and 
nurses and social w o r k e r s , " says Lois Nunez, 
associate dean for academic af fa irs at Sargent 
and a 1981 graduate of SPH. "1 t h i n k publ i c 
hea l th cou ld benefit f r o m exposure to f ields 
such as speech pathology, occupat ional thera-
py, and n u t r i t i o n . We're e xpand ing the exper-
tise of pub l i c hea l th w o r k e r s i n t o areas where 
there's no t a lo t of representat ion r i g h t now." 
P IP —L i s a Sul l ivan 
SPH Dean Robert Meenan believes the 
p r o g r a m represents a l a n d m a r k development 
for unde rg radua t e educat ion i n pub l i c hea l th . 
"The close co l laborat ion between the School of 
Publ ic Hea l th and Sargent College w i l l ensure 
tha t s tudents make good, t h o u g h t f u l deci-
sions tha t w i l l be i n the i r best interest and 
u l t i m a t e l y help i n t h e i r professional l ives," 
he says. "We are qu i te pleased to have forged 
th i s connect ion w i t h Sargent . " 
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BUSPH Associate Dean for Academic Affairs Leonard Glantz and Gallery CarIa 
owner Carta Schmidt (GGS'69). (Paintings, Still Life With Camera, left, and 
Beautiful Day, by Liu Gaofeng.) • 
Jennifer Kasper ('99) with Maternal and Child Health Chairman 
Milt Kotelchuck, her former research advisor. 
A s oy 
e Conversatio 
a d e A Ninety alumni and their guests enjoyed more than food and drink at BUSPH's social 
hour during the American Public Health 
Association convention in San Francisco 
last November. They also appreciated fine 
works of art at Gallery CarIa, which owner 
CarIa Schmidt (CGS'69) graciously offered 
for the event. 
Osa Osayimwen ('04), far left, with students Maria Ciampi 
and Oleyinka Akinola. 
Assistant Dean for Doctoral Education Gene Declercq with, 
from left, Anna Gutzler ('03), student Jane Lazar, Jennifer 
Rogers ('03), and Alice RIchman ('03). • 
Photographs: M. Christine Torrington Photography 
12 
r 
Living in Niger ia in the 1970s , 
Laura Armst rong ('81) met people 
" w h o opened the i r homes and 
l i ves" to her. Now A r m s t r o n g wants to 
repay the i r k indness w i t h a 
bequest to endow a scho larship 
for A f r i c a n women w h o w a n t to 
s tudy pub l i c hea l th . 
A r m s t r o n g says her experiences 
i n W a r i and Lagos changed her l i fe. 
She encountered people who had l i t t l e 
educat ion and w h o " d i d not k n o w 
m u c h of the outside w o r l d and i t s possi-
b i l i t i e s . " A n d yet, she says, " i n par t i cu la r , 
the women of A f r i ca i nsp i r ed me. They l i ved 
h a r d lives and had l i m i t e d oppor tun i t i e s due 
to the constant burdens of pregnancy, ch i l d -
bear ing , and the care of c h i l d r e n . " 
A r m s t r o n g has sponsored a g i r l i n M a l i 
for the last f ou r years. "1 have come to k n o w 
her and her f am i l y t h r o u g h ou r s t rugg l e to 
keep her i n school , " she says. "She is n o w i n 
the seventh level o f school i n a n e i g h b o r i n g 
v i l lage, and, w i t h encouragement, w i l l con t in -
ue her educat ion. 1 w a n t to establ ish th i s 
bequest so tha t g i r l s l i k e K o r o t o u m w i l l have 
better oppor tun i t i e s . " 
For more i n f o r m a t i o n about how estate 
p l a n n i n g cou ld benefit y o u and the School of 
Publ ic Hea l th , please contact El izabeth M . 
Ol len, d i rec tor of i n s t i t u t i o n a l development 
and a l u m n i re lat ions, at 617-638-4290 or at 
ollen@bu.edu. 
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- E N V I R O N M E N T A L H E A L T H 
Steve Johnson ('84) rece ived the Dis t in-
gu i shed A l u m n i A w a r d f r o m B U S P H 
D e a n Rober t M e e n a n in Oc tobe r 2 0 0 3 . 
S teve se rves as chief of t he Sec t ion 
M a n a g e m e n t Sec to r at the W o b u r n , 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s , D e p a r t m e n t of Env i ron -
men ta l P ro tec t ion . 
Ike Eriator ('91) d i rec ts the pa in m a n a g e -
men t p r o g r a m a n d is assoc ia te p ro fessor 
of anes thes io l ogy at the Un ivers i ty of 
M iss iss ipp i ' s Sohoo l of Med i c i ne . 
Jonathan Rutchik ('97) l ives in Ca l i fo rn ia , 
w h e r e he is a neuro log is t f ocus ing 
on env i r onmen ta l a n d oooupat iona l 
med i c i ne . 
Muka Chikuba ('98), a l ong w i th o ther local 
a l umn i , par t i c ipa ted in B U S P H ' s reao-
ored i ta t ion p rocess last fa l l . M u k a had 
just re tu rned f rom Af r i ca , w h e r e she w a s 
wo rk ing on va r i ous H I V / A I D S p r o g r a m s . 
S h e is a pro ject d i rector w i th J o h n Snow, 
Inc., in Bos ton . 
Ali NooranI ('99) recent ly b e c a m e d i rector 
of the M a s s a c h u s e t t s Immig ran t and 
Re fugee A d v o c a c y Counc i l in Bos ton . 
Michelle Shuman ('00, CAS'96) is m a n a g e r of 
c l in ical da ta m a n a g e m e n t for Bos ton 
Sc ient i f ic 's neu rovascu la r a n d e lec t ro -
phys io logy d iv is ions in Ca l i fo rn ia . "S ince 
our H Q is in Nat ick , I get to en joy t r ips to 
Bos ton eve ry n o w a n d t h e n , " she says . 
- E P I D E M I O L O G Y / 
B I O S T A T I S T I C S 
Linda Cottier ('80) is a p ro fessor of ep i -
d e m i o l o g y in psych ia t ry at W a s h i n g t o n 
Un ivers i ty Sohoo l of Med i c i ne . S h e 
recent ly re tu rned f rom an e x t e n d e d tr ip 
a r o u n d the g lobe , beg inn ing in Sydney , 
Aus t ra l ia , w h e r e she s ta r ted an N IDA-
f u n d e d c lub -d rug study, a lso be ing c o n -
duc ted in St. Lou is a n d M i a m i . Af ter a 
brief s topove r in H o n g K o n g for s o m e 
"exce l len t shopp ing , " she v is i ted Ta iwan , 
w h e r e she consu l t ed w i th the d i rec tor 
genera l of the Nat iona l Bu reau of C o n -
t ro l led Drugs . L inda then t rave led to 
Banga lo re , Ind ia, w h e r e she is the co-
d i rec tor of a Fogar ty in te rnat iona l t ra in ing 
grant , co l l abora t ing w i th inves t iga to rs 
f r om the Nat iona l Inst i tute of Men ta l 
Hea l th a n d N e u r o s c i e n c e s . 
Bruce McCarthy ('90) w a s appo in ted chief 
med ica l of f icer of A l l ina Med ica l Cl in ic , a 
mu l t i spec ia l ty p rac t ice , w h i c h has for ty-
two locat ions t h roughou t M inneso ta . 
B ruce w a s recru i ted f r o m the Hen ry Ford 
Med ica l G r o u p in Detro i t , w h e r e he w a s 
reg iona l med ica l d i rector. 
Adrienne Ettlnger ( '91, CAS'88) g r a d u a t e d 
f r o m Ha rva rd Schoo l of Publ ic Hea l th w i th 
an S c . D . in env i r onmen ta l hea l th a n d has 
accep ted a pos i t ion as ass is tan t p ro fes -
sor of hea l th po l icy a n d m a n a g e m e n t 
at J o h n s Hopk ins B l o o m b e r g Schoo l of 
Publ ic Hea l th . S h e wi l l w o r k w i th the 
C D C - f u n d e d Hopk ins Cen te r of Exce l -
lence for Env i ronmen ta l Publ ic Hea l th 
T rack ing , "wh ich bu i lds on m y p rev ious 
expe r i ence at the C D G ' s Na t iona l Cen te r 
for Env i ronmen ta l Hea l th . " 
Kathleen Mortimer ('92) l ives in S a n F ran -
c isco , w h e r e she w o r k s as d i rector of the 
F resno A s t h m a Society . S h e a n d her 
h u s b a n d have t w o s o n s , A lex a n d Ky le . 
Jeffrey Samet ('92), ch ief of genera l in ternal 
med i c i ne at Bos ton Med ica l Center , a n d 
Nick Ho r ton , f o rmer m e m b e r of B U S P H ' s 
F r o m the Pres ident of the BUSPH A l u m n i Boa rd 
Julie Ross ('00) 
I hope tha t y o u are en j oy ing the i n a u g u r a l issue of 
Health Sphere, the magaz ine for a l u m n i and f r i ends 
of Boston Un i v e r s i t y School of Publ ic Hea l th . 
Th is has been a busy year at the School. I n 
A u g u s t 2003 we b i d a f ond farewel l to Barbara St. 
Onge, l ong t ime d i rector of admiss ions and a l u m n i 
re la t ions (see page 5). U p o n Barbara's re t i r ement , a 
new fu l l - t ime a l u m n i officer, Anne Lefaivre, j o ined 
us. Anne has enthus ias t i ca l l y t aken over her dut ies w i t h the A l u m n i 
Associat ion, the A l u m n i Board , and a lumni - re la ted events. 
Other changes at BUSPH inc lude the h i g h l y ant ic ipated redes ign of 
the School's Web site, w h i c h is managed by Kate Gannon ('99). Ano the r 
me thod of c o m m u n i c a t i o n was expanded by Boston Un i v e r s i t y i n 
February 2004: the A l u m n i L i n k . F e a t u r i n g e-mail f o r w a r d i n g for l i fe, 
the A l u m n i L i n k enables y o u to keep i n t ouch w i t h f r i ends , classmates, 
and colleagues at the t ouch of a b u t t o n . Check out the l i n k at http:// 
a lumni .bu . edu . 
The A l u m n i Board also has experienced change. New members have 
j o ined the r a n k s , and we have created two commit tees—membersh ip and 
events—^that a l l ow us to channe l ou r ef forts and be even more product ive . 
As always, i f y o u have any quest ions, concerns, or suggest ions about 
h o w we can develop add i t i ona l a l u m n i p r o g r a m m i n g , please don' t hesitate 
to contact me at Jul ie_Ross@Chi ldrens.Harvard.edu or Anne at 617-414-
1401 or sphalum@bu.edu. We'd love to hear f r o m you . Happy summer ! 
L, 
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Michael Suk's newest role 
combines public health, law, 
and medicine. 
Public Health 
and Public Land 
Michae l Suk ('95) has made a career o f 
p u r s u i n g more t h a n one career p a t h at a 
t ime . The New Jersey nat ive , w h o holds 
advanced degrees i n medic ine and law, 
says tha t the Master o f Publ ic Hea l th he 
earned at BUSPH is " the br idge tha t 
un i t e s " h i s var i ed interests . 
H i s awareness of the f i e ld was he ight -
ened i n 1990 w h e n he organized a sympo-
s i u m on Amer i cans w i t h o u t hea l th cover-
age. "1 was convinced there was a better 
way and set o n the p a t h to l e a rn as m u c h 
as 1 cou ld i n order to con t r ibu te to the 
debate," he recalls. " I t was th en tha t 1 
decided to pursue a l aw degree and a 
Master of Publ ic Hea l th s imu l taneous l y 
w i t h m y medical degree." 
H a v i n g fu l f i l l ed h is premed requ i rements at Car leton College, where 
he was tha t i n s t i tu t i on ' s f i r s t s tudent to graduate w i t h a degree i n 
A f r i can -Amer i can h is tory , Michae l completed h is medica l degree at the 
Un i v e r s i t y o f I l l i no i s College of Medic ine wh i l e e a r n i n g a J.D./M.P.H. i n 
hea l th care l aw at Boston Univers i ty ' s Schools o f Law and Publ ic Hea l th . 
He d i d h i s res ident t r a i n i n g i n orthopedic su r g e r y at Monte f iore Medica l 
Center, A lbe r t E ins t e in College of Medic ine, i n the B r o n x , New York . 
H i s studies at BUSPH, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n medica l ethics and cons t i tu -
t i ona l h ea l th law, added b read th to h i s experiences as a n a t to rney and as 
a phys i c i an , he says. He especially appreciates h is classes i n the hea l th 
services f i e ld and courses w i t h George Annas , the E d w a r d R. Ut ley 
Professor and c h a i r m a n of the Depar tment of Hea l th Law, Bioethics, 
and H u m a n R i gh t s , w h o "has a p i e r c i n g m i n d and can ar t i cu la te d i f f i -
cu l t c ons t i tu t i ona l pos i t ions w i t h c l a r i t y . " 
Michael 's newest ro le combines the rea lms of pub l i c hea l th , law, 
and medic ine at the federal level. I n September 2003, President George 
W. B u s h appointed h i m one of twelve Whi t e House Fel lows. I n h i s role 
as a special assistant to Secretary of the I n t e r i o r Gale A. N o r t o n , he 
is spearheading the development of a l i n k between pub l i c hea l th and 
recreat ion. He is c h a i r m a n of a w o r k i n g g r oup , c o m p r i s i n g members 
of the depar tments of in te r io r , t r anspo r t a t i on , hea l th and h u m a n ser-
vices, and a g r i c u l t u r e , as we l l as the A r m y Corps of Engineers , w h i c h 
is charged w i t h a t t r a c t i n g na t i ona l a t t en t i on to the role of pub l i c l a n d 
i n pub l i c hea l th . A f t e r h is one-year fe l lowship, he ' l l become assistant 
professor of or thopedic t r a u m a su r g e r y at the Un i v e r s i t y o f Flor ida 's 
Shands Medica l Center i n Jacksonvi l le , where he w i l l he lp to establ ish 
the orthopedic t r a u m a service. 
Above a l l , he hopes to make publ i c hea l th resonate w i t h ind i v i dua l s . 
"So m u c h a t t en t i on is pa id to system-wide problems, epidemics, and aca-
demic debate," he says, " t h a t the average A mer i c an does not unde r s t and 
wha t someone invo lved i n the f ie ld of pub l i c hea l th does." W i t h h i s wide-
r a n g i n g knowledge and experience, Michae l is we l l prepared to ensure 
tha t they do. 
D e p a r t m e n t of B iosta t is t ics , a re co-
au t t io rs ot a s tudy on alcohiol a n d HIV 
t t iat a p p e a r e d in Bos ton Med ica l Cen te r ' s 
MedCenter News. 
Shaheen Islam ('93) hias c o m p l e t e d the sec-
o n d year ot his te l l owsh ip in p u l m o n a r y 
a n d cr i t ical ca re at the Lahey Cl in ic. His 
ar t ic le on ch ron ic obs t ruc t i ve p u l m o n a r y 
d i sease w a s pub l i shed in the M a y 2 0 0 3 
issue c t ADVANCE for Managers of 
Respiratory Care. S h a h e e n has a lso b e e n 
a p p r o v e d by the IRB to beg in a c l in ical 
tr ial c o m p a r i n g manua l asp i ra t ion w i th 
tube t h o r a c o s t o m y and ia t rogen ic p n e u -
mo tho rax , w h i c h wil l requi re the recrui t -
men t c t th i r ty- t ive pat ients in each g roup . 
Anne Skalicky ('93) has m o v e d to Sou th 
Af r i ca to beg in wo rk as a f ield coord ina to r 
tor an A I D S o rphan s tudy led by the 
Un ivers i ty c t Nata l in con junc t ion w i th 
the B U S P H Cen te r tor In ternat ional 
Hea l th . A n n e wr i tes , " W e wil l be l iv ing in 
Newcas t l e , K w a Z u l u Nata l . Th is a rea c t 
Sou th Af r i ca is h o m e to the D r a k e n s b e r g 
go rges , h istor ic Zu lu and Boer War bat t le -
t ie lds, b ig g a m e parks , moun ta in v i s t a s — 
jus t th ree to tour hours f rom J o h a n n e s -
burg a n d Durban . " A n n e wi l l t ra in and 
supe rv i se the Heal th E c o n o m i c s and 
A I D S Resea rch Div is ion in co l lec t ing 
long i tud ina l househo ld su rvey da ta on 
a cohor t ot 5 0 0 o r p h a n e d and n o n -
o r p h a n e d ch i ld ren over th ree yea rs . 
A n n e ' s h u s b a n d , Fe rnando , and their 
s o n , Pab lo , wil l m a k e the m o v e as we l l . 
Kimberly BIrdsall ('95) j o ined the N e w 
Je rsey Depa r tmen t ot Hea l th and Sen io r 
Se rv i ces as a research sc ient is t in spr ing 
ot 2 0 0 3 and wo rks as par t ot the hioter-
ror ism p r e p a r e d n e s s p lann ing t e a m . S h e 
is mar r ied and has tw in hoys . 
Cathy Taylor ('96, SSW'93) g radua ted in J u n e 
2 0 0 3 f rom the U C L A Schoo l ot Publ ic 
Heal th w i th a Ph .D . f rom its Depa r tmen t 
ot C o m m u n i t y Heal th Sc iences and a 
minor in f i lm and te lev is ion . Her d isser ta -
t ion w a s on "Socia l No rms and Int imate 
Par tner V io lence : A n Examina t ion ot 
N e w s and Publ ic V iews. " She wr i tes . 
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"I a m h a p p y to be back on the East 
C o a s t a n d do ing a p o s t d o c in ch i ld a b u s e 
p reven t i on resea rch at C o l u m b i a . " 
Avram Aelony ('97) m o v e d to Los A n g e l e s 
In A u g u s t 2 0 0 3 to he c lose r to fami ly . "I 
w o n ' t m iss t he f r ig id w in te rs ! " 
Michelle Mancuso ('98) w r i t es gu ide l i nes 
tha t cove r t he ca re ot pa t ien ts w h o have 
ch ron i c d i s e a s e s , at Ka ise r P e r m a n e n t e 
C a r e M a n a g e m e n t Inst i tu te In S a n 
F ranc i sco . S h e a n d Maura Hanlon ('01) 
h e l p e d f o u n d a nonpro f i t g r o u p , T r IOne , 
w h i c h ho lds t r i a th lons to benef i t A L S 
(amyo t roph i c la tera l sc le ros is , or Lou 
Gehr i g ' s d i sease ) o rgan i za t i ons . M iche l l e 
a n d M a u r a p l a n n e d a n d he ld the i r f i rst 
t r ia th lon In 2 0 0 3 a n d a re p repa r i ng 
for a s e c o n d . 
Boh McLean ('98), a doc tora l s tuden t In 
e p i d e m i o l o g y at B U S P H , rece ived the 
Pres iden t ' s Book A w a r d tor the h ighes t 
sco red abs t rac t subm iss i on f r o m a g r a d u -
ate s tuden t . H is abs t rac t Is on the re la-
t ionsh ip b e t w e e n h o m o c y s t e i n e and hip 
f rac tu re , us ing da ta f rom the F r a m l n g h a m 
O s t e o p o r o s i s Study. 
Fiona Galloway ('00) Is b a s e d In A t l an ta 
a n d w o r k s in t he In te rna t iona l E m e r g e n c y 
a n d R e f u g e e Hea l th B r a n c h at t he C D C , 
w h e r e she Is In c h a r g e ot t ra in ing p ro -
g r a m s . F iona re tu rned f r o m K a t m a n d u 
to ass is t In t he t ra in ing ot U N I G E F f ie ld 
w o r k e r s . S h e c a n he r e a c h e d at 
F g a l l o w a y @ c d c . g o v . 
Rhys Wil l iams ('00) has b e e n p r o m o t e d to 
g roup d i rec tor ot G loba l E p i d e m i o l o g y 
a n d O u t c o m e s R e s e a r c h - E u r o p e w i th 
B r i s to l -Myers S q u l h h . 
Marcio Maeda ('01) Is the c l in ica l t r ia ls 
ot t lce supe rv i so r tor t he D a n a Farher / 
H a r v a r d C a n c e r Center . T h e ot t lce 
se rves o n c o l o g y resea rch at B o s t o n -
a r e a Ins t i tu t ions. 
Sara McLaughlin ('01) Is a P h . D . s tuden t In 
t he hea l th behav io r a n d hea l th e d u c a t i o n 
p r o g r a m at the Un ivers i t y ot M i c h i g a n . 
S h e no tes , "My M.P.H. f r o m B U p r e p a r e d 
m e we l l tor doc to ra l s tud ies . K u d o s to 
B U ! " 
Elizaheth Traphagen ('01) a n d her h u s h a n d , 
E d w a r d V a m e n t a , w e l c o m e d the i r f i rst 
ch i l d , A d e l i n e M a e , In J u n e 2 0 0 2 . E l i za -
be th repor ts her d a u g h t e r "Is a joy." 
Tracy Brumley Powell ('02) s e r v e s In t he 
P e a c e C o r p s In Leso tho . 
" H E A L T H LAW 
Lisa Kodmur ('94) w o r k s w i th t he H e b r e w 
Un ion C o l l e g e / K a l s m a n Inst i tu te on 
J u d a i s m a n d Hea l th co l l aho ra t l ve In 
Los A n g e l e s , a d d r e s s i n g qua l i ty ot l ite 
as a bas is tor hea l th ca re e th i cs dec i s ion 
m a k i n g . 
Lorraine Jones ('96, LAW'96) a n d her 
h u s h a n d , Dan Hartman ('93), h a v e m o v e d 
to A l a s k a . Dan has f i n i shed h is fami l y 
p rac t i ce res idency at t he Un ive rs i t y ot 
Ca l l to rn ia at S a n F ranc i sco a n d Is a 
phys i c i an w i th a t r ibal c o n s o r t i u m tha t 
p rov ides hea l th ca re se rv i ces to t he 
New A l u m n i Officer for BUSPH 
Anne Lefaivre is the new a l u m n i off icer for the Office of I n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Development and A l u m n i Relat ions. Her responsib i l i t ies inc lude w o r k i n g o n 
p r o g r a m s and in i t i a t i ves w i t h BUSPH a l u m n i and members of the School's 
A l u m n i Board . I n add i t i on , she organizes and oversees a l l a l u m n i events, m a i n -
ta ins the a l u m n i database, and w o r k s closely w i t h a l u m n i vo lunteers . She and 
her colleagues also have recent ly embarked o n a numbe r of v is i ts to meet w i t h 
a l u m n i loca l ly and nat iona l ly . 
Anne comes to the School o f Publ ic Hea l th f r o m Episcopal H i g h School i n 
Jacksonvi l le , F lo r ida , where she was communica t i ons and events coord inator 
for the cap i ta l c ampa i gn and w o r k e d w i t h a l u m n i . Before tha t , she was a devel-
opment assistant at Dana H a l l School i n Wellesley, Massachusetts, and assis-
tan t d i rec tor of a lumnae re la t ions at Pine Mano r College i n Chestnut H i l l , 
Massachusetts, where she earned a Bachelor of A r t s i n psycho logy and elemen-
t a r y educat ion. 
Anne is l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to h e a r i n g f r o m a l u m n i and encourages t h e m to 
contact her w i t h news and suggest ions for a l u m n i act iv i t ies at 617-414-1401, 
sphalum@bu.edu, or 715 A lbany Street, T517 Fast, Boston, Massachusetts 
02118. Alumni Officer Anne Lefaivre 
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Yup' ik Esk imos of the Yukon K u s k o k w i m 
Delta In wes te rn A laska . "Dan 's job Is 
really busy a n d reward ing , " repor ts 
Lor ra ine. "I b rough t m y j ob w i th m e as 
a staff a t to rney w i th t he Nat iona l Hea l th 
Law P rog ram a n d a m t e l e c o m m u t i n g 
as the p rog ram di rector ot the Hea l th 
C o n s u m e r A l l iance (HCA) . " H C A ass is ts 
l ow- income Ca l i to rn ians in ob ta in ing 
hea l th Insurance a n d represen ts res idents 
In d ispu tes over ca re . Dan a n d Lor ra ine 
are en joy ing thei r s o n , R o w a n . "We ' re 
go ing t h rough all the great c h a n g e s ot 
be ing a n e w fami ly together . " 
Jennifer Kasper ('99, CAS'91, MED'91) is p res-
ident of Doc to rs for G loba l Hea l t t i , an 
o rgan iza t ion that pe r fo rms hea l th and 
h u m a n r ights w o r k ove rseas . 
Jennifer Liebrich ('99) has b e e n p r o m o t e d 
to d i rec tor of env i r onmen ta l hea l th p ro -
g r a m s at t he Assoc ia t i on of Publ ic Hea l th 
Labora to r ies . 
Christine Fitzgerald ('02) a n d her h u s b a n d , 
Mat thew, w e l c o m e d thei r s o n , J o h n , in 
February 2 0 0 3 . In Janua ry 2 0 0 3 , Chr is 
w a s n a m e d the Inst i tut ional Rev iew Boa rd 
coord ina to r at the Prov idence VA Med ica l 
Cente r in R h o d e Is land. 
Andrea Gianfarini ('03) l ives in S a n F ran -
c isco a n d Is a p r o g r a m m a n a g e r at B lue 
I Cross of Ca l i fo rn ia . 
: : H E A L T H S E R V I C E S 
Eloise Beechinor ('79) l ives in S a n Fran-
c isco , w h e r e s h e w o r k s for the Depar t -
men t of Hea l th a n d H u m a n Serv ices . 
Marge Reiter-Levine ('84) has jo ined the 
Mar i copa County , A r i zona , depa r tmen t of 
publ ic hea l th . "Af ter m a n y yea rs in hosp i -
tal admin is t ra t ion , I a m back in publ ic 
heal th a n d head ing the t e a m to o p e n 
i heal th c l in ics in severa l n e w ja i ls . " M a r g e 
\o a t ta ined fe l low s ta tus in the A m e r i -
can Co l lege of Hea l thca re Execu t i ves 
(ACHE) and se rves on severa l s ta te a n d 
nat ional boards for A C H E . M a r g e s ings 
wi th the Phoen ix S y m p h o n y C h o r u s 
and en joys be ing a mo the r to her d a u g h -
ter, Emily. 
Mahamane Maiga ('88) has se rved as 
min is ter of de fense for the Repub l i c of 
Mal i s ince J u n e 2 0 0 2 . He Is a fo rmer pro-
fessor of Internat ional med ic ine a n d 
nephro logy at the Univers i ty of Ma l i . 
Sister Barbara Brillant ('90), d e a n of the 
Mo the r Patern Co l lege of Hea l th Sc iences 
at St. Teresa 's C o n v e n t In Monrov ia , 
L iber ia , a d d r e s s e d the Un i ted Na t ions o n 
February 5, 2 0 0 4 , on the human i ta r ian cr i -
s is In L iber ia . S h e had re fused evacua t ion 
dur ing the civi l wa r In o rder to direct the 
d is t r ibut ion of food relief a n d e m e r g e n c y 
supp l ies to the poor. 
Susan Graham ('90) Is a fe l low In Infect ious 
d i seases at the Univers i ty of W a s h i n g t o n 
a n d can be reached at g rahaOO@ear th-
l lnk.net. S u s a n spen t t ime In the win ter of 
2 0 0 3 In B o t s w a n a , w h e r e she f ie ld- tes ted 
a mic roch ip for lower -cos t C D 4 coun t 
tes t ing in HIV- in fec ted pat ients . S h e 
repor ts the dev ice "wo rked ve ry wel l and 
hopefu l ly wi l l go on the marke t w i th in the 
year." Wh i l e In B o t s w a n a , S u s a n met w i th 
Pinkie Kgabi ('91). T h e y hope to reconnec t 
wi th fe l low c l assma tes f rom the 1990 
S u m m e r Cer t i f icate P r o g r a m . Pink ie is 
d i rector of Nat iona l A rch i ves a n d Reco rds 
Serv i ces In G a b o r o n e , B o t s w a n a . S h e 
can be reached at kkgab l@gov .bw. 
Zulkifi i Hakim ('91) is chief med ica l of f icer 
for Pe t roCh ina In ternat iona l , wh i ch is 
based In Jaka r ta , Indones ia . 
Jody Bangs ('93) g radua ted f r o m the N e w 
Eng land Schoo l of A c u p u n c t u r e in 
Janua ry 2 0 0 3 . S h e w a s l i censed that 
J u n e a n d b e g a n her pr ivate pract ice In 
acupunc tu re a n d herba l med ic ine . J o d y 
has b e e n Interning at P a t h w a y s to C o m -
p lemen ta ry Med ic ine , a publ ic hea l th 
c l in ic in Bos ton . 
Ginny Ehriich ('93) l ives In Por t land , 
O r e g o n , w h e r e she is t he d i rector of 
schoo l hea l th p rog rams for the s ta te 's 
depa r tmen t of educa t i on . 
Pierre LaPlante ('94) has been a s k e d by 
the Un i ted A rab Emi ra tes to act as sen ior 
nurse cl in ical coord inator , lead ing f ive 
t e a m s of ex -pa ts In es tab l i sh ing a h o m e 
ca re p rog ram for the reg ion of A l A In . 
Pierre repor ts that th is Is a new p rog ram 
for the reg ion a n d for m u c h of t he Mus l im 
wo r l d , a n d adds , "This wil l m a x cu t 
m y M.P.H. t ra in ing as wel l as m y new 
M.H.Sc. In b ioeth ics , " wh i ch he e a r n e d 
f rom the Univers i ty of Toronto . 
Wii Johnson ('97) Is pursu ing his doc to ra te 
In publ ic heal th In behav iora l a n d c o m m u -
nity hea l th sc iences at the Univers i ty of 
P i t tsburgh 's Gradua te Schoo l of Publ ic 
Hea l th . He has comp le ted his cou rse 
wo rk a n d pre l iminary and c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
e x a m s and is work ing fu l l - t ime on his d is -
ser ta t ion , wh i ch e x a m i n e s the hea l th -
p romot ing behav io rs of minor i ty ado les -
cen ts . In the fall of 2 0 0 2 , WII en joyed his 
first t each ing expe r ience as an ad junc t 
p ro fessor at Ca r l cw Co l lege In P i t t sburgh . 
He taught a requ i red research m e t h o d s 
cou rse In the schoo l 's d iv is ion of nu rs ing . 
Rachel Christensen Sethi ('97) l ives In 
Vi rg in ia a n d Is a research ana lys t at the 
E m p l o y e e Benef i t Resea rch Inst i tute. 
Rachel Wilson ('97) Is the d i rector of 
w o m e n ' s hea l th pol icy and a d v o c a c y 
at B r i gham and W o m e n ' s Hospi ta l In 
Bos ton . S h e recent ly wro te an art ic le on 
d i sease rates In Massachuse t t s p r i sons 
that w a s we l l rece ived ac ross the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h . 
Oiane Rita O'Conneii ('98) and her h u s b a n d , 
Kev in , w e l c o m e d their th i rd ch i ld , son 
Qu in lan , in S e p t e m b e r 2 0 0 3 . Qu in lan jo ins 
bro ther Logan a n d s ister M e g a n . 
Jennifer Taylor ('99) left her pos i t ion at the 
N e w Hampsh i r e Depa r tmen t of Hea l th 
and H u m a n Serv ices a n d wil l pu rsue her 
Ph .D . at the J o h n s Hopk ins B loombe rg 
Schoo l of Publ ic Heal th In the Heal th 
Pol icy a n d M a n a g e m e n t Depar tmen t . 
Her research wil l f ocus on Injury a n d 
pat ient safety. > 
health spTere 17 
Allison Schuitz Sherwat ('00) w a s mar r ied in 
S e p t e m b e r 2 0 0 1 . She w o r k e d for th ree 
yea rs at Massachuse t t s Genera l Hospi ta l 
In opera t ions Improvemen t and has now 
m o v e d over to a bus iness deve lopmen t 
unit In Par tners Hea l thCare corpora te . 
Amy Conner Chessler ('01) Is l iving In Bos-
ton after spend ing a year In N e w York 
City. S h e wo rks at DIgene C c r p c r a t l c n 
wi th m a n a g e d care o rgan iza t ions and 
w o m e n ' s heal th advocacy g roups "to 
ensu re that w o m e n have access to our 
F D A - a p p r o v e d H P V test for cerv ica l c a n -
cer sc reen ing . " 
Neenah Estrella-Luna ('01) Is d i rector of 
heal th and env i ronmen t at the Learn ing 
Project In Newark , De laware . 
Silas Patel ('01) has m o v e d to N e w York 
City and Is sen ior f inancia l ana lys t wi th 
a new heal th p lan ca l led Heal thf l rs t . 
: : I N T E R N A T I O N A L H E A L T H 
Vanessa White ('96) Is a scho la r at the 
J o h n s Hopk ins B l o o m b e r g Schoo l of 
Publ ic Heal th MId-At lant Ic Hea l th 
Leade rsh ip Inst i tute. S h e con t i nues her 
w o r k wi th the M o n t g o m e r y C o u n t y Publ ic 
Hea l th D e p a r t m e n t th ree days a w e e k In 
w o m e n ' s hea l th and two days a w e e k In 
e m e r g e n c y p r e p a r e d n e s s . "I a m still lov-
ing life In D.C.," she repor ts . 
Phillip Smith ('98) has been t rans fe r red 
f rom C h a d to B a n g l a d e s h , w h e r e he Is 
techn ica l o f f lcer -ep ldemlo logy. In cha rge 
of opera t ions . He wr i tes , "Unl ike In S u d a n 
and C h a d , the Bang ladesh W H O EPI 
t e a m Is fair ly large and cons is ts of two 
Internat ional staff, f i f ty- three nat ional doc-
tors , s ixty Immun iza t ion spec ia l is ts , and 
seven ty -p lus suppor t staff." Phi l l ip 's t e a m 
wo rks In th ree major a reas : acce le ra ted 
d isease cont ro l , Immun iza t ion serv ice 
s t reng then ing , and new and unster l l lzed 
vacc ines . 
Vivienne Tjapepua ('98) has been wo rk ing 
In Namib ia as a nat ional pro ject off icer on 
a project e n c o m p a s s i n g mate rna l hea l th . 
In tegrated chi ld hea l th , and ado lescen t -
f r iendly hea l th serv ices and suppo r ted by 
the Wor ld Univers i ty Serv ice of C a n a d a . 
T h e pro ject a lms to prevent ado lescen t 
H IV /A IDS . 
Mayumi Onishi ('99) has begun wo rk In 
Niger ia and Is In charge of the U.S.-Japan 
g lobal par tnersh ip for project fo rmat ion In 
publ ic hea l th . 
Taiya Ruch ('00) has m o v e d back to Bos ton . 
S h e Is an assoc ia te m a n a g e r at B logen , 
w h e r e she m a n a g e s M S pat ient educa t ion 
p rog rams na t ionwide . 
Patrick Connelly ('01) p resen ted at an 
H IV /A IDS and bus iness w o r k s h o p In 
Du rban , Sou th Af r ica , In J u n e 2 0 0 3 . 
Acco rd ing to Patr ick 's research , sma l l -
and med ium-s i zed c o m p a n i e s are not 
us ing H IV /A IDS serv ices to the extent that 
large c o m p a n i e s are. Acco rd ing to the 
H IV /A IDS serv ice prov iders su r veyed , only 
30 percent of their c l ients we re smal l - to 
med ium-s i zed compan ies . 
Marjan Faraidooni ( '01, SAR'99) Is work ing 
In Duba i on a project ca l led Duba i 
Hea l thcare City, wh ich prov ides heal th 
care for res idents of the reg ion. The re 
are a lso p lans to estab l ish a un ivers i ty 
med ica l center that wil l Inc lude a m u c h -
needed research facil ity. Mar jan wr i tes 
that she has been Involved wi th the pro j -
ect f rom Its Incept ion. "My role has b e e n 
pr imar i ly as a research ana lys t a n d has 
now evo lved Into qual i ty mon i to r ing a n d 
assessmen t . Need less to say. It has b e e n 
cha l leng ing , but I have a lso learned a lot." 
She adds , "I o w e a lot of wha t I have 
ach ieved to B U . " 
Gabit ismailov ('01) and his wi fe , Nas tya , 
met on a miss ion In Uzbek is tan on 
D e c e m b e r 1 , 2 0 0 1 , w e r e e n g a g e d by 
D e c e m b e r 7, and mar r ied on March 7, 
2 0 0 2 . The i r f irst ch i ld , son Alex , w a s 
born In Apr i l 2 0 0 3 . "It Is too g o o d to be 
t rue, but life Is so f ine," says Cab l t . He 
ex tended his miss ion , set t ing up a n e w 
hospi ta l t reat ing pat ients w i th mu l t l d rug -
reslstant T B . 
Rovshan ismailov ('01) Is a Ph .D . s tuden t In 
the Univers i ty of P i t tsburgh 's Depa r tmen t 
of Ep idemio logy. He a lso w o r k s for the 
univers i ty 's Cente r for Injury Resea rch 
and Cont ro l . His d isser ta t ion wil l f ocus on 
card iovascu la r t r auma . Rovshan m a d e 
severa l p resen ta t ions th roughou t 2003 , 
Find your friends! 
Find a job! 
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Finding Role Models at BUSPH 
Walker Armfield {'00) focuses 
on public health and mental 
health reform in the North 
Carolina governor's office. 
As a n E n g l i s h major at the Un i v e r s i t y 
of N o r t h Carol ina, Chapel H i l l , Walker 
A r m f i e l d ('00) k n e w l i t t l e about pub l i c 
hea l th . B u t after a year I n VISTA/ 
Amer l corps , v o lun t e e r i ng at a battered 
women's shelter I n r u r a l Lou is iana , she 
says, "1 decided 1 wanted to f i n d a profes-
s ion tha t w o u l d a l low me to help people." 
She considered law school, b u t decided 
against I t after w o r k i n g as a para lega l . She 
took a job I n development and special events 
at Memor i a l S loan-Ket ter lng Cancer Center 
I n New York, where she met m a n y publ i c 
hea l th professionals. She was Impressed, 
and I n 1998 she entered BU's School o f 
Publ ic Hea l th . "1 w o r k e d for s ix years before 
g o i n g to graduate school , " she says. " M y 
w o r k experience prepared me more t h a n 
a n y t h i n g , I n te rms of k n o w i n g w h a t 1 want -
ed to do, w h a t 1 was good at, and how 1 cou ld best con t r ibu te to Improv -
i n g people's hea l th . " 
Walker chose BUSPH's ma t e rna l and c h i l d hea l th concentra t ion , 
not j u s t because the School had a good r epu ta t i on na t i ona l l y a n d a m o n g 
her colleagues I n New York. "Wha t rea l l y a t t racted me," she recalls, 
"was the Impressive w o r k be ing done by the f acu l t y o f tha t depar tment . " 
S t u d y i n g w i t h Ass is tant Professor Jo-Anna Rorle, then-Associate 
Professor L isa Paine, and Ass is tant Professor Lois McCloskey, Walker 
f o u n d ro le models w h o w o r k e d closely w i t h her. The M a t e r n a l and Ch i l d 
Hea l th Leadership Educa t i on P rog ram, w h i c h combines Intense course 
w o r k w i t h g r o u p discussion, helped her develop as a f u t u r e pub l i c 
hea l th profess ional and leader, she says. 
A f t e r rece iv ing an M.P.H. I n 2000, Walker became a senior manager 
at the Boston Publ ic Hea l th Commiss ion. She also ma in ta ined a steady 
and e n g a g i n g presence on BU's Medica l Campus, mee t ing w i t h f acu l t y 
and staff, as we l l as ass is t ing the Depar tment of Ma t e rna l a n d Ch i l d 
Hea l th w i t h I ts concentrator meet ings and s tudent adv is ing . I n addi-
t i o n , she was a n enthus iast ic two - t e rm member of BUSPH's A l u m n i 
Board and served o n the board's events committee . 
I n February Walker r e t u r n e d to her nat ive N o r t h Caro l ina to w o r k 
as one of f ive po l i cy advisors for Governor Michae l Fasley. She focuses 
o n t r a d i t i o n a l pub l i c hea l th and men ta l hea l th r e f o rm , as we l l as hous-
i n g a n d homelessness. She also helps develop new policies by w o r k i n g 
w i t h the cabinet secretary and the senior staf f o f var ious state agencies. 
The w o r k Is r e w a r d i n g . "1 enjoy b e ing p a r t o f the d iscuss ion to f i n d 
so lut ions to problems I n pub l i c hea l th and the factors tha t con t r ibute to 
poor hea l th outcomes," Walker says. "1 enjoy l e a r n i n g about the Issues, 
s t u d y i n g the data, t a l k i n g to professionals w h o are d o i n g d irect service 
w i t h the popu la t i on , and t h en t r y i n g to f i g u r e ou t the best way to 
des ign In tervent ions , whe ther they ' re new policies or p r o g r a m s . " 
inc lud ing those at the B iophys ica l 
Soc ie ty Meet ing and the Cen te rs for 
D isease Cont ro l . 
Laura Coe ('02) has m o v e d to Italy, w h e r e 
she Is work ing wi th the Ital ian C o c h r a n e 
Cen t re . S h e Is Involved In a var ie ty of 
pro jects to p romo te ev idence -based 
med ic ine (EBM) In Italy. T h e center pro-
v ides t ra in ing for Ital ian researchers 
Involved In wr i t ing C o c h r a n e sys temat ic 
rev iews and d i ssemina tes In format ion on 
E B M and the C o c h r a n e Library to Ital ian 
heal th ca re pract i t ioners. 
Michele Bradford ('03) j o ined IRC (Inter-
nat ional Rescue Commi t t ee ) In Burund i 
In June 2003 . She se rves as a p rog ram 
coord inator , wh i ch entai ls be ing donor 
l ia ison, m a n a g i n g grants and budge ts , 
s t ra teg ic p lann ing , and techn ica l back-
s topp ing for pub l ic h e a l t h - r e l a t e d p ro -
jec ts located In Bu jumbura . She can be 
reached at m lohb rad fo rd@ao l .oom. 
Ellen Donoghue ('03) Is In Bos ton , w h e r e 
she wo rks at John Snow, Inc. S h e can 
be reached at e d o n o g h u e @ j s l . o o m . 
Cameron Macauley ('03) rece ived the 2 0 0 3 
Human i ta r i an Phys ic ian Ass is tan t of the 
Year A w a r d , wh ich w a s p resen ted In N e w 
Or leans at the Amer i can A c a d e m y of 
Phys ic ian Ass is tan ts annua l con fe rence . 
T h e awa rd honors a phys ic ian ass is tant 
w h o has demons t ra ted an ou ts tand ing 
c o m m i t m e n t to h u m a n r ights and e x e m -
pl i f ies the PA pro fess ion In p rov id ing 
access ib le and qual i ty hea l th care In 
the Un i ted S ta tes a n d a b r o a d . Recent l y 
C a m e r o n es tab l i shed the f irst t ra in ing 
p rog ram for Y a n o m a m I Ind igenous hea l th 
agen ts In Braz i l . 
Nancy Scott ('03) has been n a m e d pro ject 
coord ina tor for the Z a m b i a Exc lus ive 
Breas t feed ing Study. 
Shunling Tsang ('03) Is a fe l low In t ra in ing 
deve lopmen t and heal th educa t ion at the 
Cen te rs for D isease Cont ro l . S h e Is In the 
ep idemio logy p rog ram off ice under the 
Div is ion of App l ied Publ ic Heal th Tra in ing . 
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" M A T E R N A L A N D 
C H I L D H E A L T H 
Nelson Nyagah ('95) is the d i rec tor of c e n -
sus p lann ing a n d d e v e l o p m e n t In Sou th 
Af r ica . His dut ies focus on deve lop ing 
c e n s u s s t ra teg ic /opera t iona l p lans a n d 
ove rsee ing the Imp lementa t ion of act iv i ty 
p lann ing . He Is a lso Involved in the deve l -
o p m e n t and m a n a g e m e n t of the cur rent 
Sou th Af r ica d e m o g r a p h i c and heal th 
survey. 
Virginia Grenier-Minasian ('01) w a s mob i l i zed 
as a reserv is t w i th the Un i ted S ta tes Navy 
In March 2 0 0 3 . S h e Is an L C D R ( l ieu-
tenan t c o m m a n d e r ) Nurse Co rps off icer 
at the Nat iona l Nava l Med ica l Cen te r In 
Be thesda , Mary land , w h e r e m a n y of t hose 
Injured In the Iraq war rece ive care . 
Anna Gutzier ('03) w a s se lec ted as an 
A S P H / H R S A (Assoc ia t ion of Schoo l s 
of Publ ic Hea l th /Hea l th Resou rces and 
Serv ices Admin is t ra t ion) fe l low a n d 
has begun w o r k at the Bu reau of Hea l th 
Pro fess ions In W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. Her 
fe l lowsh ip wil l last one year, w i th the 
possibi l i ty of a second -yea r ex tens ion . 
Alice Richman ('03) con t inues to pu rsue 
her doc to ra te In publ ic heal th at the Un i -
vers i ty of Sou th Flor ida. S h e Is wo rk ing on 
a domes t i c v io lence pro ject In the T a m p a 
a rea . 
" S O C I A L A N D B E H A V I O R A L 
S C I E N C E S 
Munro Proctor ('92) has been a w a r d e d the 
Ella Lyman Cabo t Trust A w a r d . Munro wil l 
use the $25 ,000 awa rd to he lp fund the 
long-s tand ing A I D S o rphans wo rk that he 
a n d fe l low B U S P H a l u m n u s Pius Tih ('92) 
have under taken In C a m e r o o n . 
Shantih Bisiand-Becktell ('97) Is d i rector 
of hea l th equ i ty p rog rams at the Y W C A 
In A l b u q u e r q u e , N e w Mex ico . Her pr ior i ty 
Is to Increase w o m e n ' s access to 
heal th ca re . 
Jeffrey Andai ('98) g radua ted f rom the Far 
Eas tern Univers i ty Schoo l of Med ic ine In 
the Phi l ipp ines and wil l start his res idency 
In Internal med ic ine at the Univers i ty of 
N e v a d a , Reno . He p roposed to his m e d -
ical schoo l swee thear t , Ce ra ld ine Aqu ino , 
on Easter S u n d a y 2 0 0 3 . T h e y w e r e mar-
r ied In D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 3 In the Phi l ipp ines. 
Janine Jurkowski ('98) rece ived her Ph .D . 
In May 2 0 0 3 f rom the Univers i ty of 
I l l inois, Ch i cago . 
Juiie Ross ('00) con t inues to se rve B U S P H 
as pres ident of Its A lumn i Boa rd . S h e 
b e g a n w o r k as the In jury-prevent ion pro-
g r a m m a n a g e r at Ch i ld ren 's Hosp i ta l In 
Bos ton In the s u m m e r of 2 0 0 3 . Ju l ie pro-
v ides s t ra teg ic d i rec t ion , p lann ing , a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t of the hospi ta l 's c o m m u n i t y -
o r ien ted In jury-prevent ion p rog ram, fea-
tur ing a new W e b si te, the Injury Free 
Coal i t ion for K ids , at www. ln ju ry f ree .o rg . 
Jodi Sperber ('00, SSW'OO) and her partner, 
PIppa S h u l m a n , ce leb ra ted their par tner-
sh ip wi th a c o m m i t m e n t c e r e m o n y In 
Augus t 2 0 0 3 . Jod i Is a consu l tan t at 
J o h n Snow, Inc. 
Gabriel Garcia ( '01, MED'01) is a doctora l s tu -
dent at the U C L A Schoo l of Publ ic Hea l th . 
Elizabeth Dawson ('03) Is a sen ior heal th 
pol icy ana lys t for the N e w York Sena te 
In A lbany. 
Margie Skeer ('03, SSW'01) a n d Sarah George 
('03) wil l pub l ish "Are Loca l Res tauran t 
S m o k i n g Regu la t ions Foster ing Dispar i t ies 
In Heal th Pro tec t ion? A n Ana lys i s of 
Town-Leve l Charac ter is t i cs Re la ted to 
Pol icy Adop t i on In Massachuse t t s " 
In the American Journai of Public Health. 
Marg ie 's p iece "The Descr ip t ive Ep i -
dem io logy of Local Res tauran t S m o k i n g 
Regu la t ions In Massachuse t t s : A n Ana ly -
sis of the Pro tec t ion of Res tauran t 
C u s t o m e r s and Worke rs " w a s pub l i shed 
In Tobacco Control. 
Emiiy Will iams ('03) has m o v e d to Seat t le , 
w h e r e she is a research project d i rector at 
the VA hosp i ta l . Her research f ocuses on 
sc reen ing for a lcoho l use in d isorders In 
p r imary care . 
: : IN M E M O R I A M 
Pauia Levin ('79), a m e m b e r of the f irst 
g raduat ing c lass , d ied In N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 2 . 
Virginia Phiiiips ('87) d ied on Feb rua ry 16 , 
2 0 0 3 , after an acc ident at h o m e . S h e f irst 
w o r k e d as a f inal app l ica t ions consu l tan t 
for Med ica l In format ion Techno log ies In 
C a m b r i d g e and subsequen t l y b e g a n a 
success fu l career at Med l t ech , w h e r e , 
after severa l p romot ions , she b e c a m e a 
m a n a g e r of d o c u m e n t a t i o n . S h e Is sur-
v i ved by her h u s b a n d , Paul RIckter. 
20 
These three exceptional BUSPH alumni have 
received the Distinguished Alumni Award, the 
highest honor bestowed by the School: 
# J E A N N I N E R I V E T ( ' 8 1 ) 
CEO, Uni tedHeal thcare 
i 
# R A L P H T I M P E R I ( ' 8 3 ) 
Ass is tant Commiss ioner 
B u r e a u of Labora to ry Sciences 
Massachusetts Depar tment of Publ ic Hea l th 
# H O W A R D K O H ( ' 9 5 ) 
Associate Dean, Publ ic Hea l th Practice 
H a r v a r d School o f Publ ic Hea l th 
To submit a name for consideration, please visit the 
School's Weh site at www.humc.hu.edu/sph/alumni , 
or call Alumni Officer Anne Lefaivre at 617-414-1401 
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